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Subject:     "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  WASHINGTON."     Items  of  interest  to  women,  from  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Homemakers,  your  Washington  correspondent  with  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  has  sent  you  an  announcement  of  one  of  the  most  important 
conferences  ever  to  be  held  in  Washington,  D.  C.  —  the  city  of  important  con- 
ferences. 

"Even  now,"  she  writes,   "in  more  than  a  thousand  homes  in  the  United  States, 
farm  women  are  figuring  ways  and  means  of  getting  to  Washington  for  the  first 
week  in  June,  when  they'll  have  the  chance  of  a  lifetime  to  meet  and  talk  with 
women  from  England,  Germany,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Norway,  Czechoslovakia,  France, 
Italy,  New  Zealand,  Australia,  Canada,  Africa,  Ceylon  --  women  from  more  than  U-0 
different  nations. 


"From  the  last  of  May  until  the  sixth  of  June,  193^ »  Washington  will  he 
the  meeting  place  of  the  Associated  Country  Women  of  the  World  —  an  interna- 
tional organization  of  women  from  the  five  continents.  The  Associated  Country 
fomen  of  the  World  meet  every  three  years.  In  1929,  a  preliminary  meeting  was 
held  in  London;  in  193C>  an  organization  was  formed  in  Vienna,  and  in  1933  the 
Association  met  in  Stockholm. 


"Grace  E.  Frysinger  of  the  Extension  Service  of  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  is  the  Association's  general  chairman  of  the  conference  for 
the  United  States.     The  groups  of  women  in  this  country  who  are  sponsoring  the 
conference  this  year  include  the  Women's  National  Farm  and  Garden  Association, 
the  Associated  Women  of  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  the  National  Master 
Farm  Homemakers 1  Guild,  and  the  New  England  Farm  and  Garden  Association.  (That's 
*  ot  the  whole  list  —  I  had  to  stop  here  to  take  a  deep  breath.)     Other  groups 
sponsoring  the  conference  are  the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Home  Bureaus, 
the  Kentucky  Homemakers'  Federation,  the  North  Carolina  Federation  of  Home 
Demonstration  Clubs,  the  Illinois  Home  Bureau  Federation,  the  Oregon  State  Home 
Economics  Council,  the  Virginia  Federation  of  Home  Demonstration  Clubs,  the 
South  Carolina  Council  of  Farm  Women,  and  the  West  Virginia  Farm  Women's  Bureau." 

Now,  still  quoting  directly  from  our  Washington  correspondent ' s  weekly 

report: 

"Some  of  these  women  in  the  United  States  are  pinching  the  budget  a  little 
to  make  the  trip  to  Washington,  but  where  there's  a  will  there's  bound  to  be  a 
ray.    Sometimes  the  way  is  by  motor  cavalcade  —  or  is  it   'motorcade1?  Anyway, 
150  women  from  New  York  State  are  coming  to  Washington  in  automobiles,  with  at 
least  one  car  from  each  county.     Kansas,  Kentucky,  Alabama  and  Virginia  are 
sending  at  least  100  delegates  and  visitors.     The  Kansas  and  Missouri  women  plan 
to  come  in  a  special  train. 
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"Tomen  in  another  State  are  planning  to  charter  Pullman  <jfers  for  the 
trip.   The  women  will  occupy  the  cars  while  they're  in  Washington.  Another 
State  group  will  travel  in  "buses,  bring  their  own  tents,  and  camp  out  while 
in  Washington.    That's  a  good  idea,"  comments  our  correspondent  "Washington 
in  June,  although  I  shouldn't  even  suggest  it  —  is  likely  to  he  —  well,  just 
a  wee  mite  warm.    And  by  the  way,"        I'm  still  quoting  —  "the  regular  meetings 
will  be  held  in  the  new  air-cooled  Government  auditorium,  an  ideal  place  for 
lunner  meetings. 
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"The  conference  will  "begin  informally  on  Sunday,  May  31>  with  a  vesper 
service  in  the  Washington  Cathedral.     Following  that,  a  tea.     Then  at  high  noon 
on  Monday,  June  first,  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
will  extend  formal  greetings  to  the  delegates,  and  Mrs.  Roosevelt  will  address 
the  conference.    There  will  be  responses  from  Lady  Aberdeen  of  Scotland,  honorary 
president  of  the  organization,  from  delegates  of  various  nations,  and  from  Mrs. 
U.  R.  Watt,  president  of  the  Associated  Country  Women  of  the  World.    After  lunch, 
a  motor  trip  around  Washington  with  glimpses  of  the  embassies  of  the  nations 
represented  by  the  delegates.     Later  in  the  afternoon  President  and  Mrs.  Roosevelt 
will  receive  the  delegates  at  a  garden  party  at  the  White  House. 

"Among  the  general  topics  scheduled  for  discussion  at  the  Conference  are 
'Safer  Motherhood',   'How  Rural  Women  Are  Meeting  Their  Economic  Problems', 
'Cultural  Interests  of  Rural  Home-makers',  and  'International  Relations  as  They 
Affect  the  Rural  Home1. 


"Other  items  of  interest  on  the  program  are  a  pilgrimage  to  Mount  Vernon, 
to  visit  the  historic  mansion  on  the  Potomac  and  to  lay  a  wreath  on  the  tomb  of 
Martha  Washington;  visits  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  to 
nearby  Maryland  and  Virginia  farms  and  farm  homes,  and  to  the  Farm  Women's 
Market  just  outside  Washington,  where  8b  farm  women  sell  their  produce  throughout 
the  year. 

"Among  the  exhibits  I  want  to  see,"  says  our  correspondent,   "are  the 
crafts  made  of  farm-grown  products,  and  a  collection  of  rare  laces  the  women 
of  Austria  are  bringing  with  them. 

"Another  item  of  interest  will  be  a  series  of  playlets,  showing  how  the 
Federal  Government  extends  educational  services  to  all  rural  homemakers,  through 
the  Extension  Services  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Land-Grant  col- 
leges of  the  hS  States,  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico.    There's  to  be  a  dinner, 
too  —  not  a  banquet  —  but  a  friendly  informal  dinner  at  which  Secretary  Wallace 
will  speak.     The  Ambassadors  and  Ministers  of  nations  represented  at  the  Confer- 
ence will  be  honored  guests. 

"One  evening  will  be  devoted  to  a  program  of  music  and  folk  dancing. 
Many  visitors  from  overseas  will  wear  their  national  costumes;  the  women  from 
Snglish- speaking  countries  will  wear  period  costumes.     There  will  be  folk  songs 
and  dances.     If  you  want  to  know  my  whereabouts  on  that  particular  evening," 
concludes  our  Washington  friend,   "just  look  for  me  in  that  colorful  gathering 
of  women  from  many  lands." 

And  that's  all  of  today's  letter.    From  time  to  time  we'll  hear  more 
about  this  important  conference  of  the  Associated  Country  Women  of  the  World, 
meeting  in  Washington,  D.  C.  ,  the  first  week  in  June. 
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